
The regular meeting of the Glendive City Council was held Tuesday, September 20, 2022 in the multi-

purpose ambulance building.  Mayor Teresea Olson called the meeting to order with the following 

Council members present: Doug Baker, Leon Baker, Rhett Coon, Mike Dryden, Betsey Hedrick, Clyde 

Mitchell, Gerald Reichert and Jason Stuart. Department heads present included: Kitty Schmid. Frank 

Ceane, Bill Klunder, Todd Opp, Mary Jo Gehnert, and Jacquie Silbernagel were absent.  Others present 

including: Cliff Beeler, Melonie Beeler, Kerry Burman, Terra Burman, Ross Canen, Jamie Crisafulli, 

James Culver, Amy Deines, Dara Deines, Tanner Dey, Misty Dorsey, Jake Feist, Alan Fife, Joe 

Gillespie, Dan Grooms, Jay Harrison, Tina Harrison, Brendan Heidner, Sheridan Heidner, Lory 

Heltemes, Scott Herring, Vaughn Jenkins, Erin Jones, LaVonne Kautzman, Kari Keller, Chad Knudson, 

Anna Kueker, Katie Mills, Shawn Mills, Mark Moore, Dave Rossi, Wyatt Rossi, Darci Saeman, Don 

Silbernagel, Pam Silbernagel, Dave Steiner, Ty Ulrich and Carolyn Zody 

 

Mayor Olson opened the Council meeting at 7:00 p.m. and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor 

Olson requested that the Council put cellphones on the table because of comments she has received from 

concerned messages following the last council meeting about what appears to be texting during Council 

meetings.  

 

Hedrick moved to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2022 Public Hearing 2022-2023 for the 

preliminary budget; second by Mitchell and the motion passed 7 to 1 with Dryden abstaining from the 

vote.   

 

Hedrick moved to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2022 Public Hearing for the permissive mill 

levy for group benefits; second by Dryden and the motion passed 8 to 0.  

  

L. Baker moved to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2022 regular Council meeting; second by 

Hedrick and the motion passed 8 to 0.   

 

Committee Minutes 

Street Committee, City of Glendive 

Wednesday September 14, 2022, 4:00 pm   Glendive City Hall Council Room 

Present: Gerald Reichert, Rhett Coon, Jason Stuart, Kitty Schmid, Frank Ceane, Teresea Olson, Todd 

Opp, Darci Saeman and Ranger Review.  

Agenda Items: 
1) The Street Committee had no agenda items. Public comment was asked for and none was given. 

Adjourn 4:05 pm, Gerald Reichert 

 



 

 

 



 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE AGENDA 

Jamie Crisafulli stated that the City Hall doors are locked and there was no signage that the meeting had 

been moved from City Hall. She added that anyone coming to the meeting wouldn’t know where to 

come.  

 

Tara Burman stated she is concerned about the community and the city council members understanding 

their civic duties. At the last meeting there was a motion to sue a private citizen for $500.00 for not 

cleaning up their yard. This is concerning on multiple levels to Burman and she asked why this 

particular house and who is next. She can drive up any street and find homes that need repairs. She 

asked why this home was singled out and added that this home has since been cleaned up. Burman has 

seen a councilman’s email that had a list of properties that need cleaned up on the south side. She asked 

if those homes next to be sued by the council. If the council wants their wards cleaned up, they should 

take a moment and go door to door and see what the socioeconomic circumstances are. Burman said that 

we can all agree that we want our neighbors to take care of their yards and homes and is a universal 

civic pride. Glendive is not an HOA and can’t be expected to all look the same. She believes that this 

should not be solved by law suits.  

 

Kerry Burman, speaking on behalf of her office and herself as a citizen of Glendive, has been 

disappointed seeing how the council has been acting. Instead of putting the citizens of Glendive as their 

first priority, they have instead been acting in self-interest with complete disregards for the duties as a 

council. She added that every council member has been elected by the citizens within their district. The 

mayor has been elected by the entire city. What she has been hearing is not good and is an 

embarrassment. She commended Mr. Harrison for coming back to speak after his character was defamed 

in a public meeting. She is extremely concerned about public safety as well as the safety of our city 

employees. She feels that there have been three extremely qualified candidates for the chief of police 

position. Burman stated there have been serious errors within the police department, some of which 

could have extreme consequences. Currently there is no one supervising them and no one to hold them 

accountable or train them and citizens are the ones who are at risk. She asked the council to put aside 

difference and make a decision that is good for Glendive. It is time to help the city grow and Glendive is 

a wonderful place to live if everyone helps keep it that way. 

 

Lory Heltemes brought in photos of 35 other houses that look as bad or worse than the gentleman’s 

house discussed at the last meeting, who happens to be her friend. She is appalled at some of the houses 



on the south side adding that many are death traps and should be torn down. Heltemes added that the fire 

safety in some of these houses are much worse than Dave’s house. She feels the houses in the photos 

provided are in terrible condition and that her friend is being targeted. Heltemes stated that if the city 

attorney is finding this unconstitutional there will be a law suit on hand that our city can’t afford. She 

concluded that his house needs attention but the houses in the photos are much worse than Dave’s.  

 

Kari Keller stated that she lives next to a house that has been abandoned and due to large storms debris 

from that house hits hers. In addition, there has been a pigeon problem on that street since the Jordan has 

repaired their roof. She described all of the vacant and abandoned houses surrounding her and their 

current problems that they are having due to the pigeons and disrepair. 

 

Dara Deines was concerned that the City Council’s lack of wanting to hire a police chief who will work 

on cleaning up the crime in this community. As the second safest city in Montana, she believes that this 

is inaccurate because things are not prosecuted. She added outside entities such as FBI, homeland 

security and DCI have been in our community to address different things happening in our town due to a 

lack in law enforcement. They need more than what they have now and a police chief is needed.   

 

Lavone Kautzman was very disheartened that rumors and opinions are more important than facts. She 

added that a councilman called a newspaper regarding Mr. Harrison and then gave his opinion to the full 

council. She wants to hear the verified facts rather than opinions by other people. Kautzman spoke on 

the judgment and court costs that were mentioned and said the council made it sound like this was the 

first time that this have ever happened. She added that it was standard for these types of cases and 

concluded that she wants facts, not opinions.  

 

Vaughn Jenkins was disappointed to see a room full of people that have comments to be made about our 

city, that are justified. He asked if people want a town that looks like crap and run improperly. He added 

this is starting to become our image, because the responsibilities aren’t being handled. Jenkins expressed 

that things need to change as this town used to be a great little community and is now an embarrassment. 

He appreciates the flowers on Main Street and added that it is one step in making this a better 

community. Jenkins would like the council to treat the residents with respect and addressing their needs 

like they belong here. It appears by the comments being made that there is much work to do.  

 

Melanie Beeler asked the council to consider offering Jay Harrison the police chief job. She addressed 

the prior concerns and stated that she had no concerns in regards to job history or legal issues and felt 

that Mr. Harrison explained it very well. Beeler stated that she had a similar situation and told to clean 

out her desk when she told her employer that she was leaving for a job that would compete with their 

business. Information such as that needs to be in context. Beeler also suggested that salary be paid 

appropriately for the right person. She emphasized the value in an applicant’s capabilities to go out and 

fundraise for equipment and address a department needs. Beeler encouraged the council to vote in favor 

of Mr. Harrison’s application with a salary negotiation.  

 

Sheridan Heidner stated the council is doing a great job and they are appreciated. She recognized 

everyone will have their opinions, but that the council has a lot to deal with and are valuable to this 

community. Heidner had concerns with the offer to the police chief applicant so she came to hear from 

him and ask questions.  She addressed the mayor moving building locations, cutting the first meeting 

short and said she wasn’t able to ask the questions that she had wanted to.   



Dave Rossi stated he is applying for this chief of police position. Rossi gave his law enforcement 

background and work history. He encouraged the council to take him under consideration with a request 

starting at 6 months for the position. He believes he is best qualified for the chief of police position. 

Rossi stated he loves the community and people in it. 

 

Wyatt Rossi stated he felt the city council seems corrupt because his father hasn’t had a fair shake with 

this job position. Rossi spoke of his father as an amazing dad and great role model. He added his father 

isn’t a druggie or alcoholic and no one will have to worry about him being drunk on a shift. Rossi 

encouraged the council to give his father a chance at this position.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Offer Jay Harrison position as Glendive chief of police with moving reimbursement up to $5,000 

pending receipts. Mitchell moved to approve offering Jay Harrison position as Glendive Chief of Police 

with moving reimbursement up to $5,000 pending receipts; second by Reichert and the motion failed 6 

to 2 with Mitchell and Dryden voting yes.  

 

Cliff Beeler, Melonie Beeler, Kerry Burman, Terra Burman, James Culver, Amy Deines, Dara Deines, 

Misty Dorsey, Alan Fife, Joe Gillespie, Dan Grooms, Jay Harrison, Tina Harrison, Lory Heltemes, Scott 

Herring, Vaughn Jenkins, LaVonne Kautzman, Kari Keller, Anna Kueker, Katie Mills, Shawn Mills, 

Mark Moore and Wyatt Rossi left the meeting.  

Set wage for chief of police. No motion was made and will go back to committee.   

 

Approve Resolution #3118 requesting the distribution of bridge and road safety and 

accountability program funds. Reichert moved to approve Resolution #3118 requesting the 

distribution of bridge and road safety and accountability program funds; second by Dryden and the 

motion passed 8 to 0. Discussion on the timeline for these funds was had.  

 

Approve the City of Glendive start the process of updating our growth policy. Hedrick moved to 

approve the City of Glendive start the process of updating our growth policy; second by Reichert and the 

motion passed 8 to 0.  

 

Approve letter drafted by the Mayor to the Army Corps of Engineers. Stuart moved to approve 

letter drafted by the mayor to the Army Corps of Engineers; second by L. Baker and the motion carried.  

 

Accounts Payable Claims:   $305,889.33. L. Baker moved to approve the accounts payable for:   

$305,889.33; second by Hedrick and the motion passed.  

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS 

Kitty Schmid said she has been working on the annual report every chance she gets.  

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

Mayor Olson stated she added council comments to the agenda and said the basketball court is looking 

great.  
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

Ordinance Committee-Monday, September 26th at 4:00pm 



Personnel Committee- Monday, September 26th at 4:15pm 

FUPR Committee- Wednesday, September 28th at 4:00pm 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Recreation and fire departments submitted written reports for the packet. 

 

Dave Steiner, Carolyn Zody, and Ross Canen left the meeting. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Stuart explained all of the events planned at the upcoming NorsktOberfest. 

 

Coon explained that about 15 years ago the citizens of town demanded there was a decay ordinance. He 

added our existing city attorney wrote that decay ordinance and it is now our law in the City of 

Glendive. It is executed though citizen complaints and resident driven and it is the council’s job to 

follow through with the law on the book. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY PUBLIC MATTER NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Mayor Olson asked twice there was no public comment.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Dryden made a motion to adjourn the meeting; second by Stuart and the meeting was adjourned at 

8:06pm.  

 

Dated this 20th day of September, 2022. 

Approved the 4th day of October, 2022. 

         

________________________________________

___________________________ 

                      Teresea Olson, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

Jessica Reitz, Administrative Clerk 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 


